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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable PETER
WELCH, a Senator from the State of
Vermont.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, who alone spreads out
the Heavens and rules the raging of the
sea, thank you for the gift of life and
for the opportunity to invest in free-
dom.

Lord, infuse our Senators with
strength to meet the challenges of our
time. Remind them that humility pre-
cedes honor and that service is the lit-
mus test of greatness. May our law-
makers look to You throughout this
day for guidance. Help them to remem-
ber that they are doing Your work and
reward them from the reservoir of Your
love.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 8, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable PETER WELCH, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of Vermont, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WELCH thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Patrice H.
Kunesh, of Minnesota, to be Commis-
sioner of the Administration for Native
Americans, Department of Health and
Human Services.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

FOX NEWS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, last
night, additional new evidence came to
light that Rupert Murdoch and FOX
News knew Donald Trump lied about
the 2020 election. Yet they allowed the
Big Lie to air on their network all the
same. More and more evidence keeps
pouring out that these are the undis-
puted facts.

I have never heard of a news organi-
zation push a story with such intensity

while acknowledging, very candidly be-
hind the scenes, that what they were
peddling was total balderdash.

In one email just revealed last night,
Mr. Murdoch admitted sometime after
January 6 that ‘‘maybe Sean and Laura
went too far,” referring to prime-time
hosts Sean Hannity and Laura
Ingraham.

In another instance published in last
night’s Washington Post, Mr. Murdoch
speculated that after losing the elec-
tion, Donald Trump was going ‘‘in-
creasingly mad.”” Murdoch said Donald
Trump is going ‘‘increasingly mad,”
and then Murdoch worried that Presi-
dent Trump’s allies’ plans to overturn
swing State results ‘‘sound ridiculous”
and could lead to ‘‘riots like never be-
fore.”

Murdoch, the head of FOX News, al-
lowing these lies to continue, worries
that they could lead to ‘‘riots like
never before.”

But it is not enough for Mr. Murdoch
to express doubt and regret in private,
which is continuing to be documented,
because today, after he makes these ex-
pressions of doubt and regret and is
very pejorative of his own newscast
and newscasters, the Big Lie still has a
home at FOX News, Mr. Murdoch’s sta-
tion—nmews network. Just look at
Carlson’s segments this week.

Members on the Republican side of
the aisle should drop the pretenses and
say it plainly: FOX News lied to the
country about the 2020 elections and, in
doing so, eroded the public’s trust in
American democracy. For their own
sake and for the sake of the country,
Mr. Murdoch and FOX News leadership
should put a halt to the spread of the
Big Lie on their network.

This is about preserving trust in our
200-year-old system of government.
When enough people believe elections
are not on the level, that is the death
knell of democracy.

Of course, the fault also lies with the
person who shared Capitol security
footage with FOX News to begin with—
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